Monte ito
Miscellany
by Richard Mineards

Richard covered the Royal Family for Britain’s Daily Mirror and Daily Mail, and was an editor on New York
Magazine. He was also a national anchor on CBS, a commentator on ABC Network News, gossip on The
Joan Rivers Show and Geraldo Rivera, host on E! TV, a correspondent on the syndicated show Extra, a commentator on the KTLA Morning News and Entertainment Tonight. He moved to Montecito 11 years ago.

A Knight’s Tale

T

onight’s the knight for David
Bolton, Santa Barbara-based
executive director of the
California Missions Foundation,
which is involved with the restoration
and preservation of the state’s missions from San Diego to Sonoma.
Dashing David has been awarded
the Royal Order of Isabel la Catolica,
which is granted in recognition for
services that benefit Spain.
The country’s monarch, Felipe VI,
is the Grand Master of the order,
which dates back to 1847, and previous honorees have included Queen
Elizabeth’s children, Prince Andrew
and Princess Anne, tenor Placido
Domingo, and former presidents of
Mexico Felipe Calderon and Enrique
Pena Nieto.
“It all came as a great surprise,” says

6

MONTECITO JOURNAL



David, who attended Montecito Union
and Santa Barbara High schools. “I was
barbecuing turkey for the downtown
Boys & Girls club for the Thanksgiving
community meal when I received a
phone call from the Spanish Consul
General in Los Angeles informing me
he had received the official letter from
Madrid that I am being knighted at the
commander level.
“Spain allows the recipient to select
the ceremony location and date, when
I will be presented with a yellow and
white neck ribbon adorned with the
order’s medal. The call was a shock
and it took a few minutes to register.
“I am most proud that a kid who
grew up in our rather small community could be recognized by a foreign
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Proudly supporting the Alzheimer’s Association
is Leslie Ridley-Tree with Katina Etsell and Sarah
Rafferty (photo by Priscilla)

Andrea and Dana Newquist attending the Your
Brain Matters Luncheon with Rhonda Spiegel
(photo by Priscilla)

David Bolton with King Felipe and Queen Letizia, awarded Spanish knighthood

government and reigning monarch in
this way.”
The impressive ceremony, with consul general Javier Vallaure de Acha,
will be held April 24, fittingly enough,
Santa Barbara founding day by the
Spanish in 1782, at the historical museum, followed by a candlelit dinner at
the Presidio Chapel.
Mind Over Matter
The Alzheimer’s Association held its
fifth anniversary Your Brain Matters
lunch at the Hilton, with a special

tribute to longtime supporter, sweet
Swede Gerd Jordano, co-founder of
the Alzheimer’s Women’s Initiative.
The boffo bash for 500 guests,
chaired by Leslie Ridley-Tree, raised
around $250,000 and honored actress
Sarah Rafferty, who co-starred with
Meghan Markle – now the Duchess of
Sussex – on the USA network’s Suits,
with the Alzheimer’s Leadership
Award, with a special caregiver award
to Bob Linscheid.
Heather Snyder gave research
updates on the brain disease

Mitchel Sloan, Rhonda Spiegel, Kiersten Hess, Ashleigh Davis, Lynne Andugar, and Richard Mann at the
Your Brain Matters lunch (photo by Priscilla)
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George Leis
with Pam
Montana and
with Bob
Linscheid,
who received
the Special
Caregiver
Award (photo
by Priscilla)

Christina Ricci, Ben Feld, Rhonda Henderson, (standing) Mitchel Sloan, Pamela and Richard Mann,
Susan Reyner, and Christine Emmons (photo by Priscilla)

Katelyn Reeves, Rhonda Spiegel, Teresa Valko, Sarah Rafferty, Heather Snyder, and Gerd Jordano (photo
by Priscilla)

Popcorn for breakfast! Why not? It’s a grain. It’s like, like, grits, but with high self-esteem. – James Patterson
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that affects more than 5.7 million
Americans, two thirds of them
women, while auctioneer Vinny
Zapien conducted the auction, which
included a two-night stay at the new
Rosewood Miramar Beach hotel,
which went for a hefty $8,250.
“Alzheimer’s is the third leading
cause of death in California and the
fourth leading cause of death in Santa
Barbara County alone,” says Rhonda

Spiegel, CEO of the organization’s
Central Coast chapter.
Among the tony throng making
the fete a memorable occasion were
former mayor Helene Schneider,
Rona Barrett, Anne Gersh, Caroline
Thompson, Steve Ortiz, George Leis,
Christine Emmons, Sigrid Toye, Peter
Jordano, Dana and Andrea Newquist,
Catherine Remak, Teresa Valko,
Hiroko Benko, Stan and Betty Hatch,

Judi Weisbart, Val Montgomery, Paul
Didier, Mark Danielson, Beverlye
Hyman Fead, Diana MacFarlane,
Penny Jenkins, Katina Etsell, Alixe
Mattingly, and Rhonda Henderson.
Wedding Bells
It was quite the wedding at the
Montecito Inn when prolific author
Carl Boggs tied the knot with Laurie
Nalepa, a dean at Los Angeles Valley

College, in a ceremony presided over
by Ford Roosevelt, grandson of FDR.
Carl, who has written 23 books,
spent much of his childhood in our
rarefied enclave, just a tome’s toss
from Miramar Beach.
Among the guests checking out the
nuptials were author Peter McLaren,
L.A. Weekly founder Jay Levin, best
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Tax rules have changed
There's still time for you to make a move
Congress passed the most sweeping tax legislation in more than 30 years. This month offers an opportunity to take action
steps before 2018 closes.
Whether you own a business or are ﬁling individually, the rules are different and they could be critical to how you invest and
even plan for retirement.
I can help you understand how the changes might ﬁt into your overall strategy. Together, we can create a long-term ﬁnancial
plan that works for you and integrates with your tax professional.
Call or email me today for the UBS 2018 Year-End Tax Guide to get started.

Christopher T. Gallo, CFP®, CIMA®
CPWA ®
Vice President-Wealth Management
Portfolio Manager
805-730-3425
christopher.t.gallo@ubs.com

UBS Financial Services Inc.
222 East Carrillo Street
Suite 106
Santa Barbara, CA 93101-7146
805-963-3771 800-262-4774

ubs.com/team/fa/christophertgallo
As a ﬁrm providing wealth management services to clients, UBS Financial Services Inc. offers both investment advisory services and brokerage services. Investment advisory services and brokerage
services are separate and distinct, differ in material ways and are governed by different laws and separate arrangements. It is important that clients understand the ways in which we conduct
business and that they carefully read the agreements and disclosures that we provide to them about the products or services we offer. For more information visit our website at
ubs.com/workingwithus. Certiﬁed Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certiﬁcation marks CFP®, Certiﬁed Financial Planner™ and federally registered CFP (with ﬂame design) in
the U.S., which it awards to individuals who successfully complete CFP Board’s initial and ongoing certiﬁcation requirements. CIMA® is a registered certiﬁcation mark of the Investment Management
Consultants Association, Inc. in the United States of America and worldwide. ©UBS 2018. All rights reserved. UBS Financial Services Inc. is a subsidiary of UBS AG. Member FINRA/SIPC. D-UBS8AD4299B
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pagne and noshing on the canapés
from Rincon Catering were president
Steve Ortiz, Jean Schuyler, Maryan
Schall, Natalie Orfalea, Lilian
Lovelace, Nancy Schlosser, and
Marty and April Riessen.
Yuletide Spectacular
With dozens of

participants,

Shasberger, Grey Brothers, Steve
Hodson, and Nichole Dechaine,
the talented young musicians put
on a beautiful display of classical
music, including a rousing rendition
of the medieval carol Gaudete and
Ngokujabula! sung in Latin and Zulu,
wrapping up the sold-out concert
with favorites like Ding Dong Merrily

Tom Pollard, Laurie Nalepa, Ford Roosevelt, Carl Boggs, and Maureen Flaherty at the nuptials

Anne King,
Laurie Nalepa,
and Carl
Boggs at the
Montecito Inn
Westmont College’s annual Christmas fest delights

Westmont College’s 14th annual Christmas Festival at the First
Presbyterian Church was undoubtedly the hottest ticket in town, with four
performances staged to cater for the
demand.
With the full arsenal of the Montecito
college’s music talent on display,
including the orchestra, women’s and
men’s chorale, and the chamber singers, the two-hour Yuletide spectacular
was a glorious blend of traditional
carols and other festive works.
Under the capable batons of Michael

man writer Tom Pollard, and famed
medical physicist James Roseboro.
Ocean-Side
United Way board member Bob
Hollman and his wife, Joan, opened
the doors of their beautiful Montecito
Valley Ranch home for VIP supporters
for a festive fete, with Ocean’s Eight
producer Susie Ekins regaling guests
with Hollywood dish.
Ekins was also executive producer
for Ocean’s 10, 11, 12 and 13!
Among those quaffing the cham-

on High and Angels From the Realms
of Glory.
Always an exuberant and festive
kickoff to the holiday season...
Weatherproof Winterland
It was running hot and cold when
the Santa Barbara Polo Club hosted a
sold-out Fire and Ice party.
More than 185 guests scoffed and
bopped the night away when temperatures dropped into the 50s, the winds
blew and the rain, briefly, poured.
Fortunately a tent, with heat lamps,

Susan and Palmer Jackson, Jr. at the United Way
benefit

Hosts Bob and
Joan Hollman
with Susie Ekins
and Steve Ortiz

Polo devotees Sharon Holden, polo player Bayne Bossom, Andrew and Amza Bossom, Amanda Masters,
and Jeep Holden (photo by Priscilla)

THE firstHUMAN TUNE-UP

TM

Traumas to your head & neck can cause asthma, allergies,
digestion problems, migraines, and many major diseases.

Every blow to your head that you’ve
ever had, can be the cause of your
health problems today.

: “Upper Cervical Care”
www.BrainstemBalancing.com
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805 560-0630

Santa Barbara Polo and Racquet club team “putting it together” is David Sigman, Kerri Ramgren, Mindy
Denson, and Joanie Bear (photo by Priscilla)

The only time to eat diet food is while you’re waiting for the steak to cook. – Julia Child
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Welcoming
“Fire
and Ice”
attendees
are David
Sigman
and Debbie
Bernal
(photo by
Priscilla)

Fire and Ice revelers are Glen and Valerie Alger, Paulette and Arthur Posch, Carol Marsch, Jim and
Gunilla DeArkland, Alison and Lance Kronberg, and Paul Clay (photo by Priscilla)

Nolan Walker
with Cindy and
Joe Sapienza
(photo by
Priscilla)

had been erected a few feet away from
the club house that was decked out
like a winter wonderland with an allwhite decor and ice sculptures, while
ice blue and fiery red lighting lit up
the club’s facade.
A fire juggler added to the hot event.
After the salmon and tri-tip dinner,
more guests arrived for the after party.
Among the revelers were Justin and
Luke Klentner, Amanda Masters,
Charles Ward, David Sigman, Nigel
Gallimore, Chris and Mindy Denson,
Tara Gray, Chuck and Margarita
Lande, Rhys Williams, and Andrew
and Amza Bossom.

Debutantes in the City of Lights
Montecito cell phone billionaire
Craig McCaw’s daughter, Julia, was
the belle of the ball at the 26th annual
Bal des Debutantes at the five-star
Shangri-La hotel in Paris.
Former Cate student Julia, who was
escorted by the late actor Gregory
Peck’s grandson, Harper, joined 18
young women, aged 16 to 22, who
donned stunning designer ballgowns
and danced alongside dashing, and
sometimes royal, dates as their parents presented them to society.
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THE WAY IT WAS
S A N TA B A R B A R A C O M E S O F A G E

Get a Jump on the Season
Give the Gift of History
or the past 12 years, Hattie
Beresford has written
a local history column for
the Montecito
Journal called “The Way
It Was,” in which she
has been able to indulge
her long-standing interest
in the people and events
of Santa Barbara’s past
that determined its present.
In addition, together
with the Santa Barbara Historical
Museum, she
co-edited and produced the
memoir of local artist
Elizabeth Eaton Burton entitled
My Santa Barbara
Scrap Book and wrote two
Noticias, their historical
journal. She is also a regular
contributor to the
Montecito Journal Magazine
writing the column
entitled “Moguls and Mansions
.”
A retired teacher of English
and American history
with the Santa Barbara School
District, Hattie
attended the University of
California, Santa
Barbara, earning degrees
in both English and
History as well a teaching
credential.

Eclectic in her interests, Hattie’s
articles run the
gamut from ranches to mansions
, murder to
delinquency, and elegant
hotels to auto camps.
Stories behind transporta
tion, entertainment,
philanthropy, and celebratio
ns have all found
expression through her pen.
This volume contains
a small collection of the fascinatin
g stories of Santa
Barbara’s yesteryears.

$36.00
ISBN 978-0-692-9484
2-2

53600>

9 780692 948422
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THE WAY IT WAS
S A N TA B A R B A R A
CO M E S O F AG E
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Limited editions of The Way It Was ~ Santa Barbara Comes of Age
by Montecito columnist Hattie Beresford are available at
Tecolote Book Shop, Read and Post, the Santa Barbara
Historical Museum, The Book Den and Chaucer’s Bookstore.
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Julia, whose mother Susan was U.S.
ambassador to Austria, joined a bevy
of affluent beauties, including petro-chemical billionaire David Koch’s
daughter, Mary Julia, Motown mogul
Berry Gordy’s granddaughter Juliet,
and Oscar winner Forest Whitaker’s
daughter True, who was escorted by
Giacomo Belmondo, grandson of
actor Jean-Paul Belmondo.
The fab fête also included Julia’s
Cate-educated brothers, Chase, who
escorted Kayla Uytgensu, and Reed,
who did the honors with Alice
Maxey, looking dashing in white tie
and tails.
The bustling bash raises money
for two charities the Seleni
Institute, which supports teen
mothers’ reproductive and mental
health, and Enfants d’Asie, which
promotes the education of girls in
Southeast Asia.
Bibbidi-Bobbidi-Boo

Think Outside the Bach
A grant of $20,000 from the Music
Academy of the West has enabled
pianist Evan Shinners, who attended
the Miraflores campus in 2009, to put
his keyboard talents to good use with
a pop-up shop in Manhattan offering
Bach prelude, fugues, and even condoms.
The Juilliard-trained pianist has
been playing five hours of Bach each
and every day on his Yamaha grand
piano for more than 30 straight days,
even on Thanksgiving, behind the
plate glass windows of a former bank
branch on the Big Apple’s Upper
Westside, just a tiara’s toss from the
stage door of Carnegie Hall.
The Bach Store, as it is known, is
both an effort to make live Bach more
accessible and available, but is something of an inward journey for the
32-year-old musician.
There is also merchandise, including T-shirts, cigarette lighters, and

Evan Shinners goes
window bopping

It was certainly a magical evening
when the American Theatre Guild
staged Rodgers and Hammerstein’s
enchanting musical Cinderella at the
Granada.
With Kaitlyn Mayse as Ella and
Lukas James Miller as the handsome
prince, Topher, it was a production for
all ages, with some ingenious costume
changes by both the fairy godmother
and Mayse as she magically changed
outfits from a scullery maid in readiness for the grand royal ball in the
blink of an eye.
The pumpkin morphing into a carriage and the mice into horses was
equally well done, and needless to
say the Ugly Sisters were an absolute
hoot.

50 MONTECITO JOURNAL

even condoms that note on the wrappers that Bach fathered 20 children.
Shinners says the marathon was
partly inspired by an experience he
had seeking the tutelage of the French
harpsichordist and great Bach interpreter Pierre Hantai, who rebuffed
him with a deep, two-page letter dismissing gimmickry that he wound up
taking very much to heart.
TV Personality Toppers
Montecito comedienne and serial
real estate flipper Ellen DeGeneres is
second in the latest Forbes list of the
highest paid TV hosts with $87.5 million, including $20 million she made
for a Netflix stand-up special.
Combined with monies she earns

hosting her eponymous Burbankbased show and millions more in
producer salaries – Little Big Shots,
Splitting Up Together – and licensing
fees – PetSmart, and Bed, Bath and
Beyond – this is her most lucrative
year yet.
Topping the list is TV judge Judy
Sheindlin with annual earnings of
$147,000,000, who sold the rights to
the 5,200-episode library of her popular Judge Judy show for an estimated
$100 million.
She has been on the air for decades
and earns $47 million annually, as
well as production royalties for her
other show, Hot Bench.
Dr. Phil McGraw with $77,500,000
is third, with American Idol host Ryan
Seacrest fourth with $74,000,000 and
Steve Harvey, host of Family Feud,
with $44,000,000.
Not So Head Over Heels
Not everything Goop goddess
Gwyneth Paltrow touches turns to
gold.
The Go-Go’s musical she produced,
Head Over Heels, is closing in January
after struggling at the box office, while
other shows on the Great White Way
have had booming sales.
The show that marked the
Montecito Oscar winner’s producing debut oddly paired music by the
80’s band – who I once saw perform
at the Rockefeller Center studio for
NBC’s Saturday Night Live – with a
story inspired by a 16th century prose
poem.
It will have played just 188 regular
performances when it brings down
the final curtain.
According to the Hollywood Reporter,
the show posted a weekly gross of
more than $300,000 only twice during
its ill-fated run. Box office stats from
the Broadway League reflect it was
only playing to 46 percent of capacity
the week of Thanksgiving, when others were hitting record sales.
Reps for the show says that under
lead producer Christine Russell, the
production will explore a U.S. tour as
well as regional productions and professional licensing.
Uncovered Treasure
I can’t believe it is more than 21
years since I covered Princess Diana’s
auction of 79 of her dresses at Christies
in New York for ABC and CNN.
The gowns raised a hefty $3.25 million for cancer and AIDS charities. It
was also the last time I spoke to her
at a socially gridlocked reception the
day before the sale.
But the Diana effect is still clearly
alive and well with a shimmering
white gown she wore at a state banquet in Bahrain in 1986 expected to
sell for $130,000 at a London auction.
Designed by her wedding dress
creator, David Emanuel, to cover as
much of her body as possible to con-

Wait. Why am I thinking about Krispy Kremes? We’re supposed to be exercising. – Meg Cabot



form with local customs in the Gulf
states, it was discovered in a second-hand store.
Rest in Peace
My condolences to former TV talk
show titan Oprah Winfrey whose
mother, Vernita Lee, has moved to
more heavenly pastures aged 83.
She died at her home in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, on Thanksgiving and a
private funeral has already been held.
Remembering Tita

Tita Lanning R.I.P.

On a personal note, I mark the
passing of Tita Lanning, chatelaine of
Montecito’s historic El Mirador estate,
just three days before her 85th birthday.
The sprawling property was bought
by her grandmother, Lolita Sheldon
Armour, in 1914 and was known for
its beautiful Japanese and Italian gardens.
Tita, the daughter of Lolita Armour
of the Armour meat packing company in Chicago, and Jack Mitchell,
a founder of United Airlines, knew
everybody, having been given a pony
as a youngster by Walt Disney, and
including among her friends Charles
Lindbergh, Shirley Temple, and Julia
Child.
She was known for her philanthropy and volunteered the estate, which
was formerly 70 acres, but eventually sub-divided and parceled off, for
events as diverse as Hillside House,
where we first met, and the Santa
Barbara Writers Conference.
Sightings: Oscar winner Michael
Douglas and Catherine Zeta-Jones
noshing at Olio Pizzeria... Billy
Baldwin checking out The Monarch...
Carol Burnett at the Bacara
Readers with tips, sightings and
amusing items for Richard’s column should email him at richardmin
eards@verizon.net or send invitations
or other correspondence to the Journal.
To reach Priscilla, email her at priscil
la@santabarbaraseen.com or call 969•MJ
3301.
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